SMA Sends: Updates to AR 670-1
Leaders,
As part of the regular update process to our regulation covering the wear and appearance of the Army Uniform, several changes will be released in the coming weeks, of which you should be aware of. All of these updates went through an extensive review process and took into account Leader and Soldier feedback while balancing our readiness needs and the vital standards of our profession.
The most notable change is that of the tattoo policy. Soldiers will no longer be limited to a particular size or number of tattoos permitted on their arms and legs, provided these tattoos are not extremist, indecent, sexist or racist. However, the regulation will continue to prohibit tattoos on the neck (e.g. above the t-shirt neckline), head, face, wrists and hands with the exception of being authorized one ring tattoo on each hand below the joint of the bottom segment of the finger.
Upon release of AR 670-1 and DA PAM 670-1 there are several other changes which will take effect immediately such as updates to initial entry determination authority regarding tattoos and brands, the authorization to wear the Army Combat Uniform for commercial travel, the clarification for the wear of Army uniforms at off-post establishments that primarily sell alcohol, updated authorizations for the wear of the shoulder sleeve insignia-former wartime service, updated guidance for wear of the overseas service bar and clarification on the approval of the distinctive unit insignia.
The standards as described in this updated regulation support each Soldier’s responsibility to at all times maintain a professional appearance in an effort to continuously maintain good order and discipline.  
Army Strong!
SMA
